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Sociotechnical Systems



3

Sociotechnical Systems



4

The individual?

There is no “social” without individuals
There are no “individuals” without the social
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• Individual 
– Neurobiological capacities 

• Social
– Language, etc.

• Technical 
– lamp, table, camera, etc.

Infrastructure
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The foundation for Sociotechnical systems

The individual, social, and technical 
constitute each other
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- objectivation Target, object

- contextualization Context of relevance

- habitualization Norms, rules

- spatialization Spatial structure

- temporalization Temporal structure

- disengagement Transition to another context

Individual realm Social realm

Mental capacities?

Dialectical relation
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Conclusion

Advancing sociotechnical systems’ thinking requires 
that the individual is acknowledged as a prime 
constituent on par with the social and technical
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Alter’s Work System
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